


CICERO Learning 

  promotes cutting edge research  
on learning across the boundaries  
between diverse scientific fields, 
and

  builds co-operation between  
research and private and public  
sectors in Finland and  
internationally

CICERO Learning
P. O. Box 9
FI-00014 University of Helsinki
Finland

www.cicero.fi

CICERO Learning  
is a network for 

cross-disciplinary  
research on  

learning

CICERO Learning 

  promotes cutting edge research  
on learning across the boundaries  
between diverse scientific fields 

  builds co-operation between  
research and private and public  
sectors in Finland and  
internationally

CICERO Learning
P.O. Box 9
FI-00014 University of Helsinki
Finland

www.cicero.fi

CICERO Learning  
is a network for 

cross-disciplinary  
research on  

learning

Learning Bridges: Learning and Teaching at the 
Intersection of Formal and Informal Learning Environments
“Learning Bridges” is a multidisciplinary research project funded by the Finnish Ministry 
of Education, and carried out by the CICERO Learning Network in collaboration with the 
Department of Teacher Education (1.1.2008–31.12.2010).

Goals 
The main aim of the project is to investigate and develop teaching and learning practices 
and models at the intersection of formal, informal and non-formal contexts. Of specific 
interest are learning environments situated within and across schools, museums, science 
centers, and libraries.

Research
The project investigates, evaluates and develops pedagogical approaches and models in or-
der to enhance productive collaboration between participants and contexts. The aim of the 
research is to bridge gaps between formal and informal learning environments. Moreover, 
the project examines the role and possibilities of technology and social media to support 
participants’ transitions and knowledge generation across contexts. The multiprofessional 
collaboration and learning at work are also investigated in the research project.  

Research topics
Learner agency, identity work and learning transitions in and across different learning •	
environments
The construction of interaction and collaboration between students, teachers and other •	
professionals across and within contexts  
The role of technology in mediating interaction, collaboration and learning between •	
participants and learning environments 
Pedagogical models and curricula recommendations for productive integration of formal •	
and informal learning environments
Multi-professional collaboration and learning at work•	

Results
Kumpulainen, K., Krokfors, L., Lipponen, L., Tissari, V., Hilppö, J. & Rajala, A. 2010. Learning 
Bridges – Toward Participatory Learning Environments. Helsinki: CICERO Learning, Univer-
sity of Helsinki. (The book has been published in Finnish, Swedish, and in English, and it is 
also available in PDF format.) Publications: www.oppimisensillat.fi/publications.html

RESEARCH TEAM AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI: Project Leaders: Professor Leena Krokfors, Depart-
ment of Teacher Education, Professor Lasse Lipponen, Department of  Teacher Education, and Director Kristiina 
Kumpulainen, National Board of Education.
   Mrs. Varpu Tissari, MA, Project Co-ordinator & Researcher, CICERO Learning, Mr. Antti Rajala, MA, Project 
Researcher, CICERO Learning, and Mr. Jaakko Hilppö, BA, Research Assistant, CICERO Learning 

COLLABORATORS: Ministry of Education / National Board of Education / Comprehensive schools at the met-
ropolitan area of Helsinki / Museum of Technology and InnoApaja Project, Helsinki / Finnish Museum of Natural 
History, University of Helsinki / Zoo School “Arkki”, Helsinki Zoo / Vantaa Natureschool / Heureka, Finnish 
Science Centre, Vantaa / Peace Union of Finland, Helsinki / Vantaa City Library / University of Oulu / Nokia Ltd. 
/ Fountain Park Ltd. 
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