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ABSTRACT 
Our understanding of the complex process of learning is typically regarded as advancing systematically through processes of theoretical and empirical inquiry. Today, sociocultural models of learning might be regarded as the culmination of this cumulative process of inquiry. In this presentation I suggest an alternative viewpoint.  Rather than simply being the outcome of scientific inquiry, I propose that dominant or popular learning theories become privileged in relation to particular historical visions of the ideal citizen and the good society. For example, the current interest in sociocultural learning theories arises at a moment in history when social connectedness and a sense of belonging within communities are under threat. By foregrounding learning as a dialogical process that occurs within communities, sociocultural models of learning provide a re-assuring image of the ideal citizen and learner as a cooperative team player, and the ideal society as a interdependent and supportive learning community. These are worthwhile visions (in my view) but they are choices based on competing values rather the outcome of systematic scientific inquiry per se. This conclusion challenges theorists and researchers to enter into more explicit consideration of the values implicit in their models of learning. 

